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Hail the priest of the-least-of-these,  

the one who has not come out 

of the moth-ridden sacristy for ages. Pray,  

tell them we’ve arrived on hangnails,  

bunions and calluses, fungus-plagued feet.  

+ 

Ask if we may wet the dry
stoups with our split lips  

as an emblem of the cross, set apart 
their vestment—borrowed 

stole—to clean in-between 
our sibling’s toes? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+

We’ve come only for what’s mysterious. 

We require some sign, a ceremony by candlelight 

to hallow our oath: “We have changed our mind

once again.” We’d like the rite to revise 

the course of history:

grace   bread    wine
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